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The 2nd Wyre Forest Matters Forum will be held at 
10am on October 24th
@

The Community Housing Group HQ.

At this meeting we intend to elect a chairperson, so if you know of someone (including yourself!) who would make a good chair, now is the time to nominate them.  Please speak to them first to make sure they are happy to be nominated!  Whoever takes up the Chairperson role will be the Forum’s representative on the WFM Board.  

To nominate someone as Forum Chair please email me on tracy.reck@wyreforestdc.gov.uk with the following information:

Name

Organisation

Job Title

Tel no

Email address

A job description for Forum Chair can be accessed on www.wyreforestmatters.co.uk on the “WFM Forum” page
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Over 40 of you came to the first WFM Forum, the newest part of the LSP, which is designed to help more partners become involved in the work of WFM.  

In the first exercise we asked you step into the shoes of the LSP Board and rank the three most important LAA targets for Wyre Forest.  Below are the 5 targets with the most votes.  Go to www.wyreforestmatters for full results. 

	National/Local Indicator
	Votes

	NI 155 Number of affordable homes delivered (gross)
	11

	NI 021 Dealing with local concerns about anti-social behaviour and crime by the local council and police
	10

	NI 110 Young people's participation in positive activities
	9

	NI 002 % of people who feel that they belong to their neighbourhood
	8

	NI 195 Improved street and environmental cleanliness (levels of litter detritus graffiti and fly-posting)
	7


In the second exercise, we asked you to tell us about the projects you are engaged in which contribute to the LAA targets in some way.  We now have lots of information about what Wyre Forest partners are doing, which we hope to build on over coming months and use to demonstrate to the Worcestershire Partnership how important the districts are.  

We also asked you to fill in an evaluation sheet before you left.  26/31 people who filled in the form reported that their knowledge of WFM had increased, as below:

	How would you rate your knowledge of Wyre Forest Matters before the Forum?

Level of knowledge

1

(poor)                                                                               
2

3

4

5

(brilliant)
Number of attendees who selected

7

11

11

2

0



	How do you rate your knowledge of Wyre Forest Matters after the Forum?

Level of knowledge

1

(poor)                                                                               
2

3

4

5

(brilliant)
Number of attendees who selected

0

0

15

15

1




In answer to the question “How do you feel about the Forum generally?” the vast majority of feedback was positive, with attendees feeling the Forum has a lot of potential.  The general feeling seemed to be cautious but hopeful for the future, and an emphasis was placed on making sure the Forum was action focussed, not just a talking shop.
Full feedback, including a lot more comments from attendees, can be found on www.wyreforestmatters.co.uk 
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The Tidy Wyre Forest Campaign has begun!  Wyre Forest Matters is supporting the Big Tidy Up (the first national clean up campaign for 8 years) by making grants, advice and equipment available to all who want to get tidying in their neighbourhoods and communities.  

 

If you want to help us make the Wyre Forest district a cleaner, tidier, more litter-free place, here's what to do:

 

Get a group together, pick the area you are going to tidy and register your event on www.thebigtidyup.org. Contact Tracy Reck (01562 732792 or tracy.reck@wyreforestdc.gov.uk) for the advice pack which contains loads of useful information about how to safely set up and run a tidy up, and tells you how you can access some money and the equipment to make it happen.  

 

Please help us to spread the word by telling everyone you know and work with - residents and partners - about this!  If you can forward this information on to your networks, that would be great.  The more people that get involved the more we can help to empower people to do something positive in their neighbourhoods. 
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A WFM task group have been working for a few months looking at the support partners need to have in place to help newcomers to the Wyre Forest district.  From this, we have identified an opportunity to work with Herefordshire to customise their welcome website for Worcestershire, and also begun to create a database of intelligence to help partners be aware of where migrant communities are emerging locally. 

Having taken our findings to the Worcestershire Partnership, they are keen for us to drive this work forward on behalf of the county, and have created a group to co-ordinate work on migrant communities across all the districts which will support us in doing so.  
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Health Improvement Fund
The Health Improvement Fund (HIF) has been launched, with £200,000 up for grabs in this first round.  This money is for local projects which will deliver the health targets in the LAA – NI 8, 39, 56, 110, 112, 121 and 123 – see pg 2 for details) and bids need to be in by October 30th.  
Locally, the WFM Health and Wellbeing group are trying to draw together the bids coming from the Wyre Forest district, in order to maximise our partnership working.  A meeting for all those planning to apply is being held on September 25th, 2pm at the Civic Centre in Stourport.  
There will be a second and third round of the HIF, with the following application deadlines: Second round: 
31st Jan 2009

Third round: 
31st Jan 2010.  More details, including the application form, can be found on www.worcestershirepartnership.org.uk
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Over the past few weeks, the WFM Partnership Manager has been leading some work to secure a pot of money available to Worcestershire from Learning to Deliver (L2D), a programme to support LSPs to deliver on the LAA.  The district and county LSPs were required to work together to select one or two LAA targets to deliver on, to achieve real local impact.  
The LAA targets selected were NI 186 (per capita CO² emissions in the LA area) and NI 187 (tackling fuel poverty - % of people receiving income based benefits living in homes with a low energy efficiency rating).  These were identified as a high risk, high reward targets within the LAA which would benefit from the extra investment that L2D could bring.  
Based on this, an action plan has been developed to carry out a thermal imaging flyover which will identify the heat loss of households in each district.  This will then be overlayed with vulnerability data, to provide a heat loss map of vulnerable households.  These households will be targeted for improvement measures to improve their energy efficiency, utilising existing schemes such as the Warm Front grants.  
This project is based on very successful practice in Wychavon, where the response from residents visited was a near 100% take up of improvement measures and over 2500 households were assisted in installing items such as loft and wall insulation and efficient heating systems.  Of those households, 70% were occupied by vulnerable residents.  Over 1000 tonnes of carbon were saved by this initiative.  
The data will be utilised as widely as possible and it is planned to make it accessible in a number of ways – through the internet, at events, and through face to face work – in each district.  It was also recognised by the task group that this was a project that could benefit and engage parishes and help to reach vulnerable residents in the rural areas of the county.  

The project has recently gained the support of the Worcestershire Partnership and is now awaiting assessment by another West Midlands LSP in order to release the finances.  
Worcestershire Assembly – NOVEMBER 6TH 2008

Can Worcestershire benefit from the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games?

This is the question that will be debated at this year’s Worcestershire Assembly, as we explore the potential opportunities in culture, business, sport, tourism, health and volunteering. 
Join us to:

w Hear a keynote speech by the West Midland’s own David Moorcroft OBE, former world record holder and veteran of eight Olympics as athlete, broadcaster and Chief Executive of UK Athletics 

w Find out what’s happening nationally and in the region at a range of morning workshops

w Be entertained by song and dance and inspired by Christina Boxer, our after lunch speaker

w Debate the benefits and opportunities for Worcestershire in a series of afternoon discussion groups on culture, business, sport, tourism, health and volunteering
w Network and find out more about the Worcestershire Partnership Refreshments and lunch will be provided.

Contact Peter Turvey on 07795 332508 or email pturvey@worcestershire.gov.uk for more information.

Places are limited and it is very likely to be oversubscribed, as the past two years have been excellent.  As such, if you want to go get your booking form sent in to the Worcestershire Partnership ASAP (booking forms available from tracy.reck@wyreforestdc.gov.uk).  The deadline to book a place is Oct 17th. 
If you have any queries, questions or comments on any of the above, please do not hesitate to get in touch with the Wyre Forest Matters Partnership Manager, Tracy Reck on:

01562 732792

or 

tracy.reck@wyreforestdc.gov.uk
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